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Boukne,  Feb.  1st,  1899. 

To  THE  Bourne  Eural  District  Council. 
Gentlemen, 

From  a meteorological  point  of  view  the  past  j'ear  was 
of  more  than  average  interest.  The  especial  features  were 
the  persi.stent  absence  of  rain  in  most  parts  of  tlie  country, 
and  the  mild  conditions  which  generally  prevailed,  when  cold 
should  have  been  experienced,  The  distribution  of  rain  was 
often  very  erratic,  parts  of  the  country  being  very  dry,  while 
for  the  same  period  there  was  an  excess  of  rain  in  other 
pans.  The  aggregate  rainfall  for  the  year  shows  a deficiency 
of  8 inches  in  the  South  of  England,  and  7 inches  in  the 
Midland  Counties  ; and  the  returns  issued  by  the  i\Ieteorolo- 
gical  office,  show  that  the  rainfall  was  nearly  everyAvhere 
deficient.  The  summer  was  exceptionally  diy  and  hot ; the 
mean  temperature  for  the  whole  year  was  about  2 degrees 
above  the  a.verage  of  the  previous  fifty  years.  The  immunity 
from  frost  has  been  very  exceptional  both  in  the  early  and 
late  months  of  the  3-ear ; and  the  general  mildness  of  the 
Aveather  and  the  remarkable  freedom  from  fog  have  rendered 
the  past  year  more  than  usually  healthy. 

The  number  of  births  has  decreased  during  the  past 
year,  there  being  493  against  514  for  the  year  1897,  show- 
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ing  a decrease  of  21.  Tlie  number  of  deatb.s  lias  also 
decreased,  there  being  289  for  the  year  1898,  against  300 
for  the  preceding  year  1897,  showing  a decrease  of  11. 
Tlie  death  rate  lias  decre.ascd  to  14-3  per  1000.  The  infant 
mortality  has  considerably  decreased,  it  is  119'6  per  1000 
births,  whereas  for  the  year  1897  it  was  12G-4  per  1000. 
The  Zymotic  death  rate  is  -2  ; the  birth  rate  24  4.  Only  73 
cases  of  Infectious  disease  against  105  in  the  preceding  year, 
showing  a decrease  of  32  cases  have  been  notified  to  your 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  during  the  year.  Since  the  notifi- 
cation Act  was  adopted  in  October,  1892,  over  one  thousand 
cases  of  Infectious  disease  have  been  notified.  There  have 
been  only  four  deaths  from  Zymotic  disease,  against  13  in 
the  preceding  year,  viz : — one  from  Diphtheria,  one  from 
Membranous  Croup,  and  two  from  Enteric  Fever.  There 
have  been  no  deaths  from  Scarlatina ; the  number  of  deaths 
fi'om  Pulmonary  disease  is  about  the  same  as  in  the  preced- 
ing year.  Thei-e  have  been  no  deaths  from  Measles,  but  12 
children  died  from  Whooping  Cough,  and  six  deaths  residted 
from  Injuries  ; one  girl  was  accidentally  burnt  to  death,  and 
one  old  woman  87  years  of  age  died  from  burns.  One  boy, 
an  epileptic,  was  drowned  in  a dyke.  Five  men  were 
accidentally  killed ; one  from  a fall  off  a stack  of  straw,  one 
from  a blow  from  the  shaft  of  a cart,  one  from  a fall  from 
a ladder,  and  one  from  a fall  from  a railway  carriage. 
Annexed  are  the  usual  tables  showing  the  number  of  deaths 
during  the  year  1898,  classified  according  to  diseases,  ages 
and  localities ; also  a table  of  population,  births,  and  of  new 
cases  of  infectious  disease  coming  to  my  knowledge  during 
the  year  1898,  classified  according  to  disease,  ages  and 
localities ; there  is  also  a table  of  births  and  deaths  for 
each  quarter  of  the  year.  It  is  worth  recording  that  59 
deaths  under  one  year,  and  134  over  G5  years  of  age  account 
for  193  deaths  out  of  the  total  of  289. 
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BOURNE. 

One  case  of  Diphtheria  occurred  in  this  town  at  a house 
in  the  North  Street,  occupied  by  J.  T.  At  the  time  of  my 
visit  no  disinfectant  had  been  used.  Instructions  were  given 
that  the  case  should  be  isolated  and  disinfectants  used. 

Another  case  of  Diphtheria  occurred  at  the  Mill  House, 
West  Street,  in  the  occupation  W.  0.  The  usual  instructions 
were  given.  One  case  of  Typhoid  Fever  occurred  in  the 
North  Street  at  a house  occupied  by  E.  L.  The  usual  pre- 
cautions were  taken  in  this  case. 

A cottage  in  the  East  Gate,  the  property  of  the  Marquis 
of  Exeter,  and  occupied  by  G.  P.,  had  no  proper  ventilation, 
and  the  drainage  emptied  into  the  river.  The  occupier  was 
suffering  from  a malignant  disease,  from  which  he  sub- 
sequently died.  The  ventilation  and  drainage  were  remedied. 
A cottage  in  the  North  Street,  occupied  by  II.  W.,  is  in  a 
dilapidated  condition  and  unfit  for  habitation.  The  house 
should  be  closed. 

A cottage  on  the  Bedehouse  bank,  in  the  Eastgate, 
occupied  by  J.  F.,  was  in  such  an  unwholesome  state  as  to 
render  the  house  uninhabitable ; the  drainage  was  defective. 
This  was  remedied. 

Several  cottages  in  the  North  Street,  the  property  of 
Mr.  Maxon,  are  uninhabitable  owing  to  their  defective 
condition.  They  should  be  closed. 

Several  cottages  in  the  Union  Eoad,  West  Street,  are  in 
an  unhealthy  condition.  The  privies  are  a constant  nuisance. 
This  matter  has  been  repeatedly  reported  to  your  Authority. 
The  houses  should  bo  closed. 

The  sewer  near  the  above  cottages  became  defective  and 
blocked  up  ; this  was  remedied  nt  a cost  of  Ts. 
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On  premises  in  the  Market  p’ace,  occupied  by  G.  C., 
butcher,  the  drainage  was  found  to  be  defective.  This  was 
remedied. 

On  premises  in  the  West  Street  occupied  by  H.  S., 
butcher,  the  drainage  was  very  defective,  causing  a great 
nuisance.  This  was  remedied. 

A ditch  in  Manor  Lane  became  foul  and  offensive,  and 
dangerous  to  the  public  health,  owing  to  the  drainage  from 
adjoining  premises  running  into  it.  The  nuisance  was  abated 
by  cutting  off  the  draiirs  and  cleaning  out  the  ditch.  The 
gullies  in  the  public  streets  became  defective  and  blocked  up 
and  were  a great  nuisance.  The  old  ones  were  taken  up 

and  new  ones  put  in  at  a cost  of  £19  14s.  8d. 

The  inspection  chamber  in  AVest  Street  became  defective. 
This  was  remedied  at  a cost  of  £1  9s.  9d. 

Several  new  houses  having  been  built,  the  sewer  in 

Meadow  Gate  Road  was  extended  at  a cost  of  £11  5s.  Od. 

The  watercom’se  at  the  back  of  the  Institute  became 
foul,  due  to  an  accimiulation  of  mud  and  rubbish  thrown 
into  it.  This  was  remedied  by  cleaning  it  out. 

'The  watercourse  between  the  Mason’s  Arms  and  the  Mill 
became  foul  from  an  overgrowth  of  weeds.  It  was  cleaned 
out. 

The  quay  in  the  Eastgate  became  foul  and  very  offensive, 
due  to  an  accumulation  of  filth  from  Messrs.  Mays,  fell- 
mongers.  The  quay  was  thoroughly  cleaned  out,  and  the 
nuisance  remedied. 

The  New  Cattle  Market  has  been  opened ; the  drainage 
is  very  satisfactory. 
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TABLE  OF  DEATHS  during  the  Year  1898,  in  the  BOURNE  RURAL  DISTRICT,  classified  according  to 

■ Diseases,  Ages,  and  Localities. 
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the  purpose  of  these 
Statistics  ; public  in- 
stitutions being  shown 
as  separate  localities. 
( See  back 
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0 


Several  cottages  in  the  South  Fen,  belonging  to  Mr. 
John  Branstone,  had  no  water  supply.  An  artesian  well  has 
been  sunk  and  there  is  now  a plentiful  supply. 

A ditch  near  these  cottages  was  very  foul  owing  to  an 
accumulation  of  filth.  This  was  remedied  by  cleaning  it  out. 

A sewage  ditch  at  Cawthorpe,  near  Bourne,  became  foul. 
It  was  cleaned  out  and  a sluice  fixed  to  flush  the  same,  at  a 
cost  of  £5  8s.  9d. 

DYKE. 

The  water  main  from  the  new  bore  was  extended  in  this 
village  for  about  205  yards,  and  two  stand  pipes  fixed  at  a 
cost  of  £25  lOs.  Od. 

The  old  bore  was  fiUed  in. 

A sewage  ditch  became  foul  owing  to  the  village  sewer 
emptying  into  it.  This  was  remedied  at  a cost  of  £6  16s.  Od. 

MORTON. 

One  case  of  Puerperal  Fever  occurred  in  this  village. 
The  necessary  precautions  were  taken. 

On  premises  occupied  by  J.  H.,  a great  nuisance  was 
caused  by  allowing  the  drainage  from  pigstyes  to  run  on  to 
the  public  road.  This  was  remedied. 

On  premises  occupied  by  G.  M.,  the  drainage  was 
defective.  A new  sanitary  pipe  drain  was  constructed. 

A public  spring  near  the  Railway  Station  became  foul 
and  unwholesome.  The  spring  was  cleaned  out  and  the  evil 
abated  at  a cost  of  7/6. 

The  Beck  in  this  village  became  very  foul.  This  is  of 
frequent  occurrence,  and  has  on  several  occasions  been 
reported  to  your  Authority.  The  Beck  was  cleaned  out. 
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Tlie  new  here  refevre'T  to  in  my  Annual  Eoport  for 
1897,  has  hoen  finished  and  a plentiful  supply  of  water  has 
been  obtained. 

HACCONBY. 

Idle  drains  of  several  cottages,  the  property  of  INIr. 
Tliomas  Alhatt,  were  defective  and  iintrapped.  Tliis  was 
remedied. 

A sewage  ditch  was  in  a very  offensive  condition  ; tliis 
was  remedied  by  cleaning  it  out  at  a cost  of  £19  4s.  Od. 

Another  sewage  ditch  became  foul.  It  was  cleaned  out 
at  a cost  of  17/3. 

A sewage  ditch  on  the  side  of  the  road  leading  to 
Stainfield  was  in  an  offensive  state ; this  was  remedied  by 
cleaning  it  out  at  a cost  of  £1  7s.  Gel. 

On  premises  in  the  occupation  of  Joseph  Franks,  there 
was  a well  and  a pump  but  no  water.  The  well  was 
deepened  and  a supply  obtained. 

The  Beck  between  the  pond  and  the  llailway,  was  in  a 
foul  condition  ; this  was  remedied  by  cleaning  it  out. 

STAINFIELD. 

The  water  supply  in  this  village  was  very  deficient.  It 
was  decided  to  sink  a well  at  a cost  of  £19  10s.  Od.  The 

work  is  not  yet  finished. 

KIRKBY  UNDERWOOD. 

A sewage  ditch  in  this  village  became  very  foul.  This 
was  remedied  by  cleaning  it  out  at  a cost  of  £l  os.  3d. 

On  premises  occupied  by  Mr.  Henry  Burbank  the  water 
used  for  domestic  purposes  was  thought  to  be  unfit  for  use. 
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T’.oth  the  oociipier  and  his  wife  hecame  ill  and  tlio  illness 
was  considered  to  be  the  result  of  drinking  the  water.  The 
well  was  cleaned  out. 

RIPPINGALE. 

One  case  of  Typhoid  Fever  occurred  in  this  village  at  a 
house  occupied  by  W.  G.  The  usual  instructions  were  given. 
The  water  obtained  from  the  well  was  ascertained  to  be  bad 
and  unfit  for  use.  The  well  was  ordered  to  be  cleaned  out. 
This  was  done. 

Complaints  were  made  as  to  the  foul  condition  of  the 
village  Beck.  Application  was  made  to  the  Sanitary  Authority 
that  their  powers  might  be  delegated  to  the  Parish  Council. 
This  was  done  and  the  Parish  Council  were  to  inspect  the 
Heck  and  devise  a scheme  for  remedying  the  evil.  Nothing 
has  vet  been  done. 

DUNSBY. 

Une  case  of  Scarlet  Fever  occurred  in  this  village  at  a 
house,  the  property  of  the  Charter  House,  and  occupied  by 
J.  C.  The  usual  instructions  were  given.  The  School  was 
closed  for  a time. 

A sewage  ditch  between  the  village  and  the  Carr  Dyke, 
became  blocked  up.  It  was  cleaned  out  at  a cost  of  £2  10s. 

BILLINGBOROUGH. 

A nuisance  was  caused  on  the  premises  in  the  occupation 
of  J.  II.,  by  allowing  sewage  to  escape  on  to  the  public 
highway.  This  was  remedied. 

HORBLING. 

Two  cases  of  Diphtheria  occurred  in  this  village.  The 
usual  precautions  were  taken.  Both  the  water  supply  and 
drainage  of  this  village  have  been  under  the  consideration  of 
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the  Eural  Sanitary  Authority,  on  several  occasions.  The  water 
scheme  has  fallen  through.  As  regards  tlie  sewage  question, 
an  Engineer  was  consulted,  tlie  Inspector  met  several 
inemlmrs  of  the  Parish  Council,  and  a .scheme  was  devised  to 
deal  with  the  sewage.  A tender  was  accepted  to  cai’ry  out 
the  woi’k  at  a cost  of  £2.39  2s.  6d. ; hut  the  work  lias  not 

yet  been  executed. 

A8LACKBY. 

Three  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  occui’red  in  this  village. 

POINTON. 

The  street  sewer  liecame  dilapidated  and  blocked  up ; 
this  was  remedied  by  putting  in  a new  one  at  a cost  of 
£5  10s.  9d. 

A sewage  ditch  wa.s  in  a foul  state  ; it  was  cleaned  out 
and  the  nuisance  abated. 

The  drainage  of  premises  in  the  occupation  of  Frederick 
Almond,  escaped  on  to  the  public  highway,  this  nuisance  was 
obviated  by  having  better  drainage  con.structed. 

The  Brick  yard  houses  having  no  water  supjdy  owing  to 
the  well  being  too  shallow,  the  well  was  ordered  to  be 
deepened  that  the  supply  of  water  might  be  more  plentiful. 

FOLKINGHAM. 

The  sewage  ditches  became  foul  and  offensive.  This  was 
remedied  by  having  them  tlioroughly  cleaned  out. 

IRNHAM. 

At  Hawthorpe  a hamlet  of  the  above  village,  the  water 
supply  was  in  several  instances  ascertained  to  be  unwhole- 
some and  unfit  for  use.  On  premises  occupied  by  F.  C.,  a 
shallow  well  in  the  yard  was  in  an  offensive  condition.  The 
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water  was  bad.  This  could  easily  be  accounted  for  as  the 
village  sewer  ran  close  by  it.  The  well  was  filled  in  and  a 
new  one  made.  The  inmates  of  cottages  occupied  by  P.  II., 
>S.  n.,  and  J.  E.,  obtained  their  supply  of  water  from  an 
offensive  pond  covered  with  duck  weed.  A well  was  ordered 
to  be  made.  The  village  well  was  in  a foul  state  and  ordered 
to  be  (deaned  out. 


SWAYFIELD. 

Owing  to  an  epidemic  of  Measles  in  this  village  the 
.Schools  were  closed. 

CASTLE  BYTHAM. 

One  fatal  case  of  Diphtheria  occurred  in  this  village  at 
a house  occupied  by  W.  H.  As  no  disinfectants  had  been 
used,  they  were  supplied.  The  water  supply  was  good. 

One  fatal  case  of  Typhoid  Fever  also  occurred  at  a house 
occupied  by  H.  C.  Disinfectants  were  used  and  the  usual 
precautions  taken.  The  water  supply  was  good. 

A cottage  in  the  occupation  of  H.  R.,  tvas  in  a very 
dilapidated  condition.  The  rooms  were  ill-ventilated  and  very 
damp  and  unfit  for  habitation.  There  was  no  drainage  and 
no  water  supply.  The  house  was  closed. 

A cottage  occupied  liy  R.  F.  tvas  in  a dirty  condition, 
the  panes  of  glass  nearly  all  broken.  The  privies  were  in  a 
dilapidated  condition  and  the  ash-pit  full  and  offensive.  This 
was  remedied.  On  premises  occupied  by  W.  G.  the  drainage 
was  defective,  the  cesspool  full  and  blocked  up,  and  the  yard 
dirty  and  offensive.  This  was  remedied. 

The  temporary  Hospital  was  inspected  and  the  roof  was 
ascertained  to  be  somewJiat  defective.  This  was  remedied. 
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LITTLE  BYTHAM. 

One  case  of  Scarlet  Fever  occurred  in  this  village. 

One  case  of  Typhoid  Fever  occurred  at  the  '*  Carpenter’s 
Anns,”  a public-house  in  the  occupation  of  F.  W.  W.  ; the 
patient  was  removed  to  the  house  of  J.  C.,  her  uncle,  where 
slie  died.  Disinfectants  were  used  and  the  usual  precautions 
taken;  the  \^ater  supply  was  good. 

CREETON.  • 

Four  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  occurred  in  tliis  village. 

CAREBY. 

One  case  of  Typhoid  Fever  occurred  ai  a house  in  the 
occui)ation  of  F.  H.  The  patient  recovered.  The  water 
supply  was  good. 

WYTHAM-ON-THE-HILL. 

On  premises  in  the  occupation  of  M.  H.  and  G.  T.,  the 
drainage  was  defective.  The  vaults  of  the  privies  were  full 
and  offensive,  and  as  they  were  close  to  the  public  highway 
many  complaints  were  made  by  passers  by.  The  nuisance 
was  remedied. 

The  sewage  ditch  became  foul,  a portion  was  already 
covered  in,  but  this  was  extended  for  about  iifty  yards  at  an 
expense  of  £13  8s.  (id.,  and  the  nuisance  abated. 

MANTHORPE. 

A sewage  ditch  in  this  village  became  very  offensive. 
This  was  remedied  by  having  the  sewer  properl}'  (leaned  out. 

THURLBY. 

A sewage  ditch  between  the  Church  yard  and  Mr.  J.  H. 
W.’s  premises  was  the  cause  of  several  complaints  owing  to  its 
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filthy  condition.  This  was  remedied  by  having  it  thorouglily 
cleaned  out  at  a cost  of  £12  9s.  5d.  The  drainage  of  Mr. 
W.’s  premises  discharged  into  the  Carr  dyke  and  became  a 
great  nuisance.  This  was  remedied. 

On  premises  in  the  occupation  of  J.  J.  and  others,  a 
nuisance  was  caused  by  allowing  a heap  of  night  soil  to  bo 
placed  within  three  or  four  yards  of  the  well  and  thereby 
rendering  the  water  unfit  for  use.  The  well  was  filled  in 
and  the  night  soil  removed. 

A sewer  near  Golden  lane  became  blocked  up,  tho  con- 
tents percolated  through  the  earth  and  ran  down  the  public 
road.  The  sewer  was  opened,  cleaned  out  and  the  nuisance 
remedied. 

In  Northorpe  a sewer  at  the  top  end  of  tho  village 
became  defective  and  blocked  up.  This  was  remedied  at  a 
cost  £4  18s. 

A sewage  ditch  at  the  East  end  became  foul.  This  was 
cleaned  out  and  remedied  at  a cost  of  12/6. 

A street  sewer  became  defective  and  blocked  up.  This 
was  remedied  by  having  the  same  cleaned  out  and  repaired. 

On  premises  in  the  occupation  of  J.  S.  C.,  a great  nuisance 
was  caused  by  allowing  the  drainage  from  the  crew  yard  and 
jiigstyes  to  run  into  the  village  street.  This  was  remedied. 

BASTON. 

One  case  of  Typhoid  Fever  occurred  in  this  village  at  the 
house  occupied  by  W.  C.  The  water  supply  was  good.  There 
was  a heap  of  manure  in  the  yard,  and  the  privy  was  in  a 
foul  state.  The  manure  was  removed  and  the  privy  vault 
cleared  out. 


LANGTOFT. 


On  premises  in  the  occupation  of  H.  IM.  and  E.  E.  the 
privies  were  dilapidated  and  defective,  and  drained  into  the 
Beck.  This  was  remedied  by  pulling  down  the  old  and 
building  new  ones.  The  drainage  was  also  remedied. 

MARKET  DEEPING. 

Three  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  occurred  in  this  town. 

One  case  of  Typhoid  Fever  occurred  in  a caravan 
belonging  to  C.  W.,  Manager  of  a Theatrical  Company.  The 
van  was  in  a field  at  the  back  of  the  “ White  Horse  ” 
public  house.  The  son  was  taken  ill  at  St.  Neots,  and  after 
staying  a short  time  at  Market  Deeping  was  removed  to 
Peterborough  Infirmary.  The  usual  precaiitions  were  taken. 

A cottage  in  the  occupation  of  W.  F.,  was  in  a very 
dilapidated  condition.  There  was  no  drainage.  The  water 
in  the  well  in  the  yard  was  bad  and  unfit  for  use.  The 
house  was  repaired.  A drain  and  gully  was  constructed,  and 
the  well  was  cleaned  out. 

A house  in  the  occupation  of  J.  H.,  was  in  an  unhealthy 
condition,  owing  to  the  privies  being  close  to  the  stairs.  The 
privies  were  removed  further  from  the  house  and  the  old 
vault  filled  in.  This  remedied  the  evil.  A fresh  water  drain 
and  a pond  at  the  back  of  Church  Street  became  foul,  owing 
to  the  drainage  from  Mr.  Stapleton’s  Brewery  aud  the 
contents  of  other  drains  being  allowed  to  run  into  the  same. 
This  was  remedied. 

DEEPING  ST.  JAMES. 

Several  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  occurred  in  this  village. 
The  usual  precautions  were  taken. 
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Three  houses  occupied  respectively  hy  E.  T.,  R.  W.,  and  ' 
W.  "W.,  were  in  a very  dilapidated  condition.  There  was  no 
drainage  or  water  supply.  The  privies  were  in  a foul  state. 
The  houses  were  repaired,  drainage  constructed,  and  the 
condition  of  the  privies  remedied.  A well  was  sunk. 

A cottage  in  the  occupation  of  W.  W.,  was  in  a dilapi- 
dated condition  and  unfit  for  human  habitation.  It  was 
closed. 

On  premises  in  the  occupation  of  T.  L.,  the  drainage 
was  defective,  and  occasionally  flooded  the  house.  This  was 
remedied  by  having  a new  di-aiu  constructed. 

Five  cottages  the  property  of  Mrs.  Dodswell,  Great 
Yarmouth,  had  no  drainage  or  water  supply.  A proper  drain 
was  constructed  and  a well  sunk  at  a cost  of  £9  12s.  6d.  ; 
the  owner  having  to  pay  the  same. 

A sewage  ditch  in  Horsegate  became  foul  and  offensive. 
This  was  remedied  by  having  the  ditch  cleaned  out  at  a cost 
of  £5  13s.  Od. 

A tunnel  in  the  Horsegate  ditch  became  blocked  up, 
causing  the  water  to  run  upon  the  road.  It  was  cleaned  out 
at  a cost  of  7/6. 

The  river  Wellard  became  foul  and  required  cleaning 
out.  This  is  not  an  unusual  occmrrence  with  the  river.  The 
difficulty  of  keeping  this  river  clean  is  due  to  the  fact  that 
half  is  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Bourne  Rural  Sanitary 
Authority,  and  the  other  half  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Peterborough  Sanitary  Authority,  who  object  to  do  their 
share  of  the  work.  The  Bourne  half  was  cleaned  out  at  an 
expense  of  £6.  Subsequently  the  Peterborough  Authority 
cleaned  out  their  portion  of  the  river. 
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Tlie  two  great  questions,  that  of  procuring  a gtjod  water 
supply  and  the  disposal  of  sewage  are  the  chief  subjects  now 
under  the  consideration  of  most  Sanitary  Authorities,  and  their 
deliberations  are  frequently  concerned  as  to  the  best  means 
of  dealing  with  them. 

For  some  time  past  the  sewage  pollution  of  rivers  has 
gradually  been  promoted  to  the  position  of  a Sanitary 
question  of  almost  prime  importance,  and  now  that  the 
various  water  supplies  in  the  country  are  being  so  fully 
drawn  upon,  and  the  difficulty  of  disposing  of  sewage  is 
increasing,  the  question  of  the  pollution  of  rivers  has  been 
pressed  still  more  prominently  forward.  Rivers  and  streams 
ajipear  to  he  regarded  from  two  separate  and  antagonistic 
standpoints,  namely,  as  sources  of  water  supply  and  as 
receptacles  for  refuse. 

In  the  town  of  Bourne  the  sewage  worlcs  are  not 
capable  of  dealing  satisfactorily  with  the  amount  of  sewage  to 
be  disposed  of  and  the  effiuent  is  not  at  times  fit  to  be 
allowed  to  escape  into  the  Weir  dyke.  Many  towns  are  so 
situated  that  the  acquisition  of  land  suitable  to  be  laid  out 
as  a sewage  farm  to  be  worked  on  a .system  of  broad 
irrigation  is  difficult  or  impossible,  land  which  is  liable  to  be 
flooded,  that  which  lies  close  to  a river  and  is  exceedingly 
permeable  is  unsuited  for  the  purpose,  while  if  pumpiing  has 
to  be  resorted  to  in  order  to  obtain  access  to  ground  of 
suitable  character  an  added  expense  has  to  be  met. 

As  regards  the  water  supply  frequent  complaints  were 
made  as  to  the  deficient  supply  throughout  the  district, 
during  the  past  year.  It  should  be  remembered  that  one  of 
the  chief  means  of  propagating  Enteric  Fever  is  the  use  of 
bad  water,  to  which  should  be  added  milk,  food,  and  bad 
drainage.  The  propagation  by  air  is  also  one  that  cannot  be 
overlooked.  Another  is  the  house  fly.  The  late  disastrous 
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epidemic  at  Maidstone  need  only  be  mentioned  as  an 
illustration  of  the  dire  effects  of  pollution  of  water  used  for 
domestic  purposes  by  the  dejecta  of  Enteric  patients.  When 
milk  is  the  soui’ce  of  infection,  women  and  children  suffer 
most,  men  who  do  not  drink  so  much  milk,  not  so  severely. 

During  the  American  War  intestinal  diseases  were  chiefly 
due  to  an  impure  water  sup  pi}'.  At  the  present  time  Typhoid 
is  rife  in  Manila  and  Honolulu.  In  the  recent  campaign  at 
Fashoda  an  epidemic  of  ilysentery  occurred  from  the  same 
cause.  In  large  cities  with  general  water  sui)plies,  free 
drainage  and  absence  of  privy  vaults,  water  is  the  great 
carrier  of  disease,  and  Typhoid  is  more  or  less  prevalent  at 
all  seasons,  in  villages  it  usually  occurs  in  early  autumn. 

When  public  water  supplies  are  properly  maintained  and 
looked  after,  they  are  one  of  the  most  efficient  means  of 
promoting  public  health,  but  when  neglected  they  constitute 
the  greatest  danger  that  can  tlu’eateu  a community. 

T remain.  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

J.  AVATSON  BUEDAVOOD, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Annual  Report 

BY  THE 

Inspector  of  Nuisances, 

For  the  Year,  1898. 
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Mu.  Chaiuman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  my  Twenty- 
sixth  Annual  Report  for  the  year  ending  the  31st  December, 
1898,  showing  the  amount  of  Sanitary  work  I have  had 
carried  out  under  your  Authority. 

214  Ordinary  Visits  and  Inspections  made. 

24  Notices  were  served. 

243  Yards  of  new  9 inch  and  6 inch  Sanitary  Socket 
Pipe  Sewers  laid,  at  a cost  of  £36  11s.  3d.,  viz.:  In  Bourne 
94  yards  of  9 inch,  including  au  iron  cover  to  manhole, 
£12  14s.  Od.  In  Pointon  45  yards  of  9 inch,  &c.,  £5  10s.  9d. 
At  Northorpe,  in  the  parish  of  Thurlby,  54  yards  of  G inch, 
£4  18s.  Od.,  and  at  W^'tham-on-the-ITill,  50  yards  of  9 incli, 
including  a Settling  Tank,  at  a cost  of  £13  8s.  6d. 
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1-1  Largo  Street  Gullies  fixed  iu  Bourne  at  a cost  of 
£19  14s.  8d. 

Id  Houses  were  Lime  Washed  or  Fumigated  after 
infectious  disease,  and  in  each,  case  wore  provided  with  dis- 
infectants, &c. 

1 Case  of  overcrowding  was  brought  under  the  notice 
of  the  Authority. 

17  New  Drains  laid. 

23  New  Gully  Traps  were  fixed. 

8 New  Privies  and  AVater  Closets  constructed. 

23  Defective  Privies  and  drains  put  in  order. 

103  Nuisances  removed. 

17  Offensive  Ditches  and  AVatercouses  cleaned  out,  in- 
cluding several  Sewage  Ditches  and  also  the  lliver  Welland 
at  Deeping  St.  James,  the  latter  costing  £47  10s.  3d. 

5 Offensive  Pigsties  and  Privies  removed 

9 Samples  of  AVater  were  taken  for  Analysis. 

4 New  AVells  sunk. 

6 AVells,  &c.,  cleaned  out. 

3 Notices  were  served  as  to  AVater  Supply. 

7 New  Cesspools  and  A.shpits  built. 

5 Houses  Repaired  and  Lime  AVashed. 

4 H(nises  closed  as  unfit  for  habitation. 

33  New  Houses  Inspected  prior  to  occupation  and  cer- 
tificates given. 
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3 Special  Reports,  &c.,  to  the  Medical  Oflicer  of  Health. 

The  Hospital  at  Castle  Bytliam  has  undergone  cenain 
repairs  and  painting  at  a cost  of  17/- 

. 20.5  Yards  of  H inch  Water  Main  laid  in  at  Djke,  with 
Stand  Pipes,  Drains  and  Gnllies,  at  a cost  of  £25  10s.  Od. 

201  Letters  were  written  on  the  Business  of  the  Office. 

39  Visits  were  made  to  Registered  Dairies  and  Cow 
Sheds  within  the  District,  which  have  all  been  twice  Lime 
Washed,  «S:c. 

The  Common  Lodging  Houses,  Slaughter  Houses,  &c., 
have  received  periodical  visits. 

In  addition  to  the  above  a great  deal  of  time  has  been 
taken  up  in  preparing  Plans  and  Specifications  for  Sewerage 
Works  and  Water  Suppl}',  and  attending  upon  same. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


Bourne,  Feb.  1899. 


F.  VINTER, 

Inspector  of  Nidsances. 


